1 Introduction

1.1 The site
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Gobekli Tepe is located about 15 km to the northeast
of Sanliurfa, a provincial capital in south-eastern
Tirkiyes. The site’s name means as much as »belly
mountain¢, which quite aptly evokes its shape seen
from afar. Whilst exhibiting an approximately cen-
tral depression, the site rises high in an exposed posi-
tion and dominates a drawn-out limestone plateau on
the Germus crest. Gobekli Tepe isared-brown projec-
tion of about 300 m diameter. It clearly distinguishes
from the surrounding limestone tables. The site con-
sists of both the tertiary limestone plateau extending
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into all directions and the elevation made up of an-
thropogenic accumulations (figs. 1. 2)¢. The mound’s
height is about 15m above the terrain of the sur-
rounding plateau’; it mainly consists of architectural
remnants and their fill debris. The plateau’s lateral
outcrops had once served as the quarries for the site’s
megalithic structures®.

Go6bekli Tepe was first recognized as an archaeo-
logical site in 1963 during a joint project by the Uni-
versity of Chicago and the Istanbul University under
the direction of Robert Braidwood and Halet Cambel.
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6 A detailed topographical map of the site at the time of discov-
ery was published by Beile-Bohn et al. 1998, Suppl. 2.
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